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Storms cause $1 million in 
damage fo coast highways 


fter a relatively quite winter last year, the 
1998-99 storm season started off with a 
bang. 

Monsoon-like rains and wind caused between $1 
million and $1.25 million damage to state highways, 
_ principally on the north and central Oregon coast, 
the week of Dec. 28. Hardest hit were highways on 
the coast and running through the Coast Range. 

There is good news, however. Money saved by 
ODOT'’s efficiency efforts will pay a large portion of 
the repair bill. 

Slides, washouts, high water and downed trees 
closed U.S. 101; three major east-west highways, 
Oregon 6, Oregon 18 and Oregon 34; and two 
secondary highways, Oregon 229 and the Little 
Nestucca Highway, for various times between Dec. 
28 and 30. Maintenance crews had primary 
highways open Dec. 30. Work on the secondary 
highways will continue through the middle of 
January, although maintenance crews had opened 
both to one-lane traffic by Jan. 10. 

Region 2 reported that it spent about $173,000 to 
clear debris, fix sunken grades and remove slides 
from Oregon 34 between Alsea and Philomath. 
Cleanup and repair of Oregon 6 between Tillamook 
and Forest Grove cost an additional $101,000. It 
cost approximately $136,000 to repair and clean 


Oregonians give ODOT good marks 


. () regonians surveyed this fall gave good 

grades to ODOT in key areas of 
performance and said they would pay more gas tax 
if funds were used for certain purposes. 

The telephone survey of nearly 1,100 adults is the 
fifth in a series conducted in recent decades to assess 
citizen perceptions of the transportation system. 

A high number (84 percent) of those surveyed 
were at least somewhat satisfied with ODOT’s 
maintenance of state highways, roads, bridges and 
rest areas, with 28 percent very satisfied. 

Sixty-four percent of residents agreed they get 
good value from the state gas tax for maintenance 
and construction of highways, safety items and rest 
areas. Sixty-six percent of residents support the 
department's investment strategy for dealing with 
limited funding. They believe ODOT should give 
priority to maintaining the highways, roads and 
bridges that we already have instead of building new 
ones. In addition, 41 percent said they would be 
willing to pay more gas tax if it went for 
maintenance purposes. 
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debris from U.S. 101 at six locations between 
Seaside and Florence. 

The largest single repair bill was for 
Oregon 229, the Siletz Highway. Repairs to a 
washed-out section of highway are expected 
to cost about $200,000, bringing the total 
repair bill for that highway to just more than 
$400,000. Repairs to a major washout on the 
Little Nestucca Highway will cost about 
$55,000, bringing the repair total for that 
highway to about $100,000. 

Kathryn Ryan, Region 2 Maintenance and 
Operations manager in Salem, said most of 
the repair costs will be paid from savings 
generated by ODOT’s on-going efficiency 
efforts. 

“ODOT’s efforts to make our department 
more efficient are paying big dividends,” 
Ryan said. “Being able to pay for most of the 
repairs through efficiency savings means that 
money won't have to be pulled from our 
other maintenance activities such as plowing 
snow this winter or repairing highways next 
summer. Making ODOT a more efficient 
organization translates directly into keeping our 
roads open and in better repair.” 

“Of course,” she added, “we have to see what the 


But even more people (56 percent) would pay 
more gas tax if revenue went toward projects that 
reduce traffic congestion. Many residents (49 
percent) see congestion in their communities as a 
serious problem, and 61 percent said that reducing 
traffic congestion is very important. 

Other issues rated highly for state transportation 
spending included: 

> Conserving and protecting clean air and 

water (85 percent). 

P Services for the elderly and disadvantaged 

(79 percent). 

> - Enforcing traffic laws (74 percent). 

The survey asked about issues that will be 
debated during this legislative session. Seventy-eight 
percent of residents believe commercial user fees 
should be based on weight to fairly reflect the 
amount of road damage and other costs that result 
from heavier traffic. Just over half of residents (53 
percent) think studded tires should be restricted or 
banned in order to prevent road damage. 

Conducting the survey periodically allows the 
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The Siletz Highway after a recent winter storm. 
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weather has in store for us during the rest of the 
storm season.” (Written by Dave Davis, Region 2 


public information representative, 503/986-5845.) W 


department to track trends. Some of the changes 
noted since the most recent survey in 1995: 

P Seven percent of residents travel to work 
by carpool (three or more persons in a 
vehicle) — up from 5 percent. 

P Overall, 59 percent are at least somewhat 
satisfied that ODOT is planning to meet the 
future transportation needs of Oregonians — 
down from 77 percent. 

> While overall satisfaction with DMV services 
has remained the same, the proportion of 
people very satisfied with services has climbed 
from 32 percent to 44 percent. 

Other survey topics included personal travel 
modes and amounts, preferred methods for 
obtaining road and weather information, 
privatization, toll roads, enforcement of land use 
laws and new urban communities. 

For more information, contact Mark Joerger, 
Policy and Research Section, 503/986-3464. (Written 
by Monte Turner, Transportation Development 
information representative, 503/986-4180.) W 


Transporation Commissioner Susan 
Brody receives Cascadia award. 


E-mail messages 
“Think” Before You “Send” 


\ | om said it best. “If you don’t have anything nice to say, don’t say anything.” That’s very 
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What is ODOT’s e-mail usage policy? 

ODOT employees cannot make personal use 
of their assigned computers, software, and 
Internet access. E-mail messages must be for 
business purposes only — personal e-mails are 
not permitted. 


Most e-mail messages are considered public 
record. 

The public records law covers all types of 
records that are prepared, owned, used or retained 
by a public body (such as ODOT), including 
database information and e-mail. With a very few 
exceptions, consider your e-mail message to be 
“public” and “on the record.” That means that 
lawyers can subpoena e-mail messages, and the 
media and the public can request them. 


What if I send an e-mail inquiry/complaint to 
Safe Haven — is it exempt from public records 
disclosure law? 

In most cases, yes. Under Oregon law, informa- 
tion is exempt from disclosure if: 

> it was submitted in confidence. 
ODOT is not required by law to release it. 
it is reasonably considered confidential. 
ODOT obliged itself not to disclose it. 
the public interest would suffer by the 
disclosure. {ORS 192.502 (4)} 

To protect you under the public records law, 
Safe Haven Coordinator Lori Gaither recom- 
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mends that you do not use e-mail when sending 
sensitive or confidential information to her. 
Instead, telephone or e-mail Gaither that you 
would like to discuss a confidential issue, and she 
will assist you with how to proceed. She can be 
reached by phone, 1-800-858-6797, or e-mail at 
ODOT Safe Haven. 


Don’t assume that only your intended audience 
will read your e-mail message. 

Others can easily forward your e-mail mes- 
sages or attach it to other documents — assume 
that your e-mail message could be read by 
anyone. 


Just because you delete an e-mail message, it is 
not gone forever. 

After you “delete” an e-mail message, it is kept 
on the ODOT server in a deleted message file for 
14 days. After that, the e-mail message is retained 
on “back-up” for up to one year. 


Do not use e-mail when a phone call or meeting 
is needed. 

If your message is sensitive or confidential, or 
if you think that someone may misinterpret the 
intent of your message, make a telephone call or 
visit the person instead of sending an e-mail 
message. Because e-mail is so easy and fast to use, 
we often forget that it is impersonal. E-mail 
cannot replace the “humanness” of communica- 
tions. 


good advice, especially when using e-mail in today’s work environment. While e-mail 
has made our jobs easier in a lot of ways — it’s quick, convenient, and less formal than 
memos — we should be careful about what we put into writing and to whom. Here ts 
some information about e-mail to keep in mind when composing messages. Thanks to 
Bob LeVeaux, Information Systems Section Network Applications team leader, who 
supplied some information for this article and said another very wise thing. “Don't put 
anything in e-mail that you wouldn't want posted on a bulletin board for everyone to 
s 


Pve heard that we are required to save certain 
documents, including some e-mail messages, 
for certain periods of time — is that true? 

Yes. Because some e-mails are considered 
meeting records, reports, correspondence, etc., 
you may be required to keep some e-mails for 
specific periods of time. 

You can check to see what documents must be 
kept and for how long by reading the Oregon 
Administrative Rules on the subject. Log-on to the 
Outlook Screen on your computer, open the Pub- 
lic Folders file and select the Policies and Proce- 
dures file. Then click on the Oregon Admuinistra- 
tive Rules for E-mail Retention document. If you 
do not have access to Outlook, call Lynn Kingston 
at 503/986-3461 for a copy of the rule. 


Before sending any e-mail, ask yourself: 
> Is this e-mail message personal (not 
business related)? 
> Would I mind if everyone read this e-mail 
message or it was printed in the newspaper? 
> Is there anything in this e-mail message that 
could damage ODOT’s reputation or mine? 


> Should I telephone or meet with the 
audience instead of sending this e-mail? 
If you answer “yes” to any one of the above, 
don’t hit the “send” button. (Written by Jayne 
Stewart, Strategic Communications coordinator, 
503/986-4329.) W 


As we begin the New Year, let’s recommit 
ourselves fo ODOT’s mission, values and goals. 


ODOT?’s Mission... 


To provide safe and effective transportation systems that support economic 
opportunity and livable communities for Oregonians. 


Goals... 
> Ensure a safe multi-modal transportation system. 
> Manage the transportation system to support livable communities and economic 
opportunity in Oregon. 
> Improve ODOT products and services, thereby increasing public confidence. 


Values... 


Public Trust Excellence 


Safety Respect 


ith less than 365 
days left until the 
Year 2000, ODOT is 39 
percent complete with 
correcting date-sensitive 
computer systems and 
embedded chip devices. 
Y2K Program Manager 
Lynn Cartwright said the 
agency goal is to 
complete correction and 
testing of embedded 

: devices by June 1999 and 
ce complete correction and 
: testing of computer 

| systems by the end of 

: September 1999. 

“We'd like to move 
those dates up sooner so 
there is more time to 
discover unexpected 
glitches before the 
century date change,” 
Cartwright said. 

During the past year, 
considerable effort went 
toward developing 
standard and consistent 
processes to correct, test 
and certify computer 
systems and embedded 
devices. 

“Now that processes 
are in place and the ball 
is rolling, we expect the 
Y2K work to be 
completed at a much 
faster rate in 1999,” 
Cartwright added. 

The work to correct 
embedded chip devices 
gained speed at the end 
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Lookout for Y2K data pollution! 


At ake notice ODOT business staff — you 
may find some unusual data on your 
computer screens and printed reports during 
1999. Bad data could be a sign that your 
computer is not correctly handling dates into 
the Year 2000. It may be a result of a computer 
system that isn’t yet corrected for the Year 2000, 
or it could happen in a system that is currently 
undergoing correction and testing. Data 
pollution can also be passed to ODOT systems 
from outside systems that share data with us. 
Bad data may not be immediately obvious 
when reviewing printed computer reports, 
according to Steve Ross, systems manager for 
Motor Carrier Application Development. Ross 
advises to look closely at annual calculations 
during the next year to make sure they’re 
correct and that expiration dates are in the 
right century. Look at printed computer 
reports for obvious differences in the numbers 
of records selected and for data output that is 
different than usual. For example, if you run a 


of 1998. Impact analyses are now in progress 
on key equipment and facilities suspected of 
being date sensitive. Approximately 200 groups 
of devices will be analyzed in the next few 
months. Embedded device groupings will 
consist of vehicles, individual buildings and 
specialized equipment, such as variable 
message signs and traffic control systems. 

Progress was made during the last two 
quarters toward establishing a process for 
business continuance planning. 

“Business sections are beginning to create 
plans for their critical business services in the 
event a computer system or embedded device 
does not function properly going into the Year 
2000,” Cartwright said. 

A full-time Business Continuance Planning 
coordinator was recently appointed to provide 
assistance to business staff. 

As the months of 1999 count down, 
business divisions will continue to work 
together across traditional boundaries to get 
the Y2K work done on time. Their focus 
includes: 

> completing the work to correct 

computer systems and embedded 


devices. 

> creating business continuance plans, 
and 

> determining the Y2K status of ODOT’s 
suppliers. 


Future updates of ODOT’s Y2K project 
status will be included in upcoming issues of 
TranScript. Please call Y2K Project Support 
Manager Dan Wells at 503/986-3677 if you 
have questions. (Written by Tracey Ludvik, 
503/986-3205.) 

ODOT provides this to inform you about 
our Year 2000 Readiness. This is a Year 2000 
Readiness Disclosure pursuant to the Year 
2000 Information & Readiness Disclosure Act, 
PUB.L. NO 105-271 (1998). 


report that normally produces three pages of 
data and you get 50 pages, that is an indication 
the data being produced is questionable. 

“Some computer systems may still have ‘19’ 
hard coded in the date field which will skew 
date formats on output such as reports, letters 
and screens,’ explained Ross. 

Ross said Motor Carrier business staff came 
across an example of such a glitch recently. A 
permit was being issued for the transportation 
of radioactive materials. The permit should 
have been printed with an expiration date into 
the Year 2000, but was instead printed with an 
expiration date in the early 1900s. This hap- 
pened because the computer system still had 
the first two numbers of the internal date hard- 


coded as “19.” 


Bud Izen, Y2K analyst for Transportation 
Application Development, was recently looking 
at software considered Y2K compliant when he 
encountered a date glitch. The software was 
linked to an embedded chip device. The clocks 


progress report — 


the countdown continues 


Major Y2K accomplish- 
ments during 1998: 


> ODOT mainframe computer 
hardware and software 
were certified Y2K 
compliant. 


> 35 computer systems were 
corrected and put back into 
production — includes 
major systems such as the 
TEAMS financial accounting 
system and the Contract 
Payment system. The Prorate 
and Over-dimensional 
permit systems were 
corrected and put back into 
production prior to 
anticipated 1998 failure 
dates. 


> Inventory was completed 
for embedded chip devices. 


> An agency-wide list was 
created that prioritizes 
ODOT's business functions 
for business continuance 
planning. 

> AY2K business continuance 


strategy was developed 
and put in place. 


> A formal risk assessment was 
conducted by a third-party 
contractor. 


for the device and the software were synchro- 
nized properly, but an error message popped 
up saying the date and times didn’t match. Izen 
found that the trigger for the error message 
itself was not able to accommodate both 
centuries. 

Since many computer systems'often look 
ahead at least one year when creating data, the 
Y2K Project Office recommends that business 
users anticipate more frequent occurrences of 
data pollution during 1999. It is important that 
you report any bad data via the same channels 
you would report routine software problems. 
The Y2K teams will be ready to respond! 
(Written by Tracey Ludvik, Y2K communica- 
tions coordinator, 503/986-3205. ) 

ODOT provides this to inform you about 
our Year 2000 Readiness. This is a Year 2000 
Readiness Disclosure pursuant to the Year 
2000 Information & Readiness Disclosure Act, 
PUB.L. NO 105-271 (1998). ¥ 
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ODOT — making the m« 


Oregon Revised Statute 184.633 (5) requires the Oregon Department of Transportation to produce a summary of 
operations for the previous fiscal year by the end of the calendar year. A state fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30. The 
following pages highlight topics included in ODOT’s Fiscal Year 1998 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and 
Summary of Operations, which includes information from July 1997 through June 1998. 


Director Crunican’s introduction — 


FE iscal Year 1998 was a period of intense 
review of the department’s programs, 
processes and budget. In an effort to increase 
public trust and confidence in the 
department’s ability to deliver quality trans- 
portation services, we embarked on a series of 
initiatives to improve delivery of services and 
customer services. We took a critical look at 
our processes, accountability, customer service 
and budget, and headed down the road to 
become a remarkable agency. 

We invited groups outside the agency, 
including the Secretary of State Audits 
Division, to evaluate agency operations. A 
performance audit reviewed our financial 
background and gave good marks to our 


Maintenance — 


DOT worked to keep the 7,484 miles of 

state highways safe and open for travel. 
With a continually aging transportation system 
and damage from recent winter storms, ODOT 
maintenance employees have become more 
creative than ever in finding 
ways to accomplish their work. 
From common-sense efficien- 
cies to state-of-the-art quality 
evaluations and ground- 
breaking partnerships, ODOT is 
finding ways to stretch every 
public dollar. 

Many times innovative ideas 
come from the field employees 
who are doing the work. To put 
the multitude of good ideas to 
use, ODOT emphasized the 
tracking of efficiencies. In nearly 
every maintenance office around 
the state, a book or chart docu- 


highway construction contract programs. An 
Efficiency Committee of business experts, 
legislators and others began work in January 
1998, to measure, track and improve ODOT’s 
effectiveness and efficiency. An independent 
review of ODOT’s highway construction and 
maintenance practices also began during the 
fiscal year. Other audits scheduled after the end 
of fiscal year 1998 looked at the Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program and 
administrative and overhead costs. 

ODOT works to stretch each tax dollar 
entrusted to us. 

Department employees focus on continuous 
improvement of the services, projects and 
products we deliver to Oregonians. The men 


ments the ideas that have been adopted. A new 
pride has developed in thinking of ways to do the 
same tasks better. As a result, ODOT is doing more 
with the same or fewer resources, and providing 
better quality at the same or reduced cost. W 


Director Grace Crunican 


and women of ODOT are committed to 
becoming a remarkable agency. The following 
information reports on our achievements. W 


Project Leader 
Academy — 


DOT is working to become a remarkable 

agency by delivering appropriate, high- 
quality transportation solutions that meet 
public needs. Our vision is to deliver these 
solutions in a faster, more efficient and cost- 
effective manner. To achieve this, more than 90 
employees from throughout the state, including 
nearly all project leaders, attended ODOT’s new 
Project Leader Academy. The five-day course 
provides a consistent and uniform vision for 
project leaders, with the expectation of improved 
project delivery. The academy focuses on the 
critical role of the project leader and project team 
during all steps of the project delivery process. 

The course contains the accumulated 

knowledge gained over decades of experience 
throughout the department and is the product of 
hard work by several department sections. W 


Motor Carrier Transportation Trusted Carrier Partner Prloogram — 


he Trusted Carrier Program, 

initiated last June, frees vehicles 
with exemplary safety records from 
routine inspections. When a carrier 
applies for Green Light membership, 
Motor Carrier performs a rigorous 
compliance and safety background 
check. If the carrier has an 
exemplary record, Motor Carrier 
awards Trusted Carrier Partner 
vehicle plates to each vehicle 
equipped with a transponder. 

The plates let inspectors know 
that the truck is cleared from 
routine random inspection, unless 
there is something visually wrong 
with the truck. This program allows 
inspectors to concentrate on carriers 
with lower safety ratings. W 
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st of Oregon’s investment 


Driver and Motor Vehicle Services Efficiencies — 


AC part of the effort to become a 
remarkable agency, DMV accom- 
plished $3.5 million of efficiencies (saving 
10.22 FTEs) during fiscal year 1998. 

More than $130,000 was saved in the 

Customer Services Section: 

> $73,163 by using electronic mail to 
share record lookups among units 
rather than manual lookups and 
copies. 

P $15,900 by installing multiple 
queues in the phone answering 
system. 

> $42,631 by getting driver informa- 
tion from other states on-line 


Driver and Motor 
Vehicle Facts — 


Vehicle registrations on record as of 6/30/98: 


Passenger 2,205,754 

Campers, motorhomes, 

travel trailers and light trailers 225,564 

Motorcycles 45,070 
Driver licenses on record as of 6/30/98: 

Basic licenses 2,378,960 

Commercial driver licenses 106,064 


Recorded transactions between 7/1/97 
and 6/30/98: 
Driver licenses, permits 
and identification cards 
(includes ongoing issuance and renewals, 
duplicates, replacements and all endorsement 
or address changes) 


1,085,555 


Disabled parking permits 56,547 
Driving convictions 524,757 
License suspensions 430,185 
(includes cancellations and revocations) 

License reinstatements 276,823 
(including rescinds) 

Accident reports 159,277 
Vehicle titles S350 17; 
Vehicle registrations 1,914,529 
Telephone calls assisted 1,359,943 
Documents microfilmed 13,271,128 


Highway fatality 
rate drops — 


uring calendar year 1997, Oregon’s 

highway fatality rate dropped to tie the 
lowest on record. The state recorded 1.68 
fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled. 
Many efforts helped achieve the low rate. 

P The department worked with partners 
in nearby states and Canada to promote 
use of safety belts. Oregon now ranks: 
among the top three states in the nation 
for belt use. 

P A partnership with public and private 
sponsors produced numerous commu- 
nity events to discourage drinking and 
driving. The percent of Oregonians who 
say drinking and driving is unacceptable 
social behavior remained at 94 percent 
for the second year in a row. 

P More than 50 local Traffic Safety 


through the national Problem Driver 
Reporting System, rather than 
calling individual state DMVs for 
the information. 

The savings helped improve service to 
our 1.3 million customers who call DMV 
each year. 

Other efficiencies included: 

P $56,456 by changing the procedures 
on reviewing unsatisfied judgement 
cases. They now receive a one-page 
document, instead of a multiple 
page court filing, saving time in 
reviewing and filing documents. 

> $27,627 by revising the procedure on 


processing clearance letters so that 
they are no longer faxed, recorded 
manually or stored as a paper file. 
The savings will be reinvested to 
meeting correspondence, hardship 
permit and suspension entry goals 
without incurring overtime or back- 
logs. 

Some efficiency savings were returned 

to the Highway Fund. 

P $345,187 by re-financing the debt 
service on the DMV headquarters 
building. 

> $337,360 by switching contractors 
for maintenance of DMV’s personal 
computers. W 


DMV Customer Service Satisfaction 


Question 
Answering 
Ability 


Oregon Safety Belt Use 1990-1998 


1990 199] 1993 


Advisory Committees work to make 
their communities safer. 

> Improvements to state and local high- 
ways improved safety. Examples include 


1994 


1998 


1997 


1995 1996 


a cable median barrier on Interstate 5 
near Salem, rumble strips along the 
edges of highways, durable paint stripes 
and larger signs. W 


INES: briefs 


Susan Brody receives 
Cascadia Citizen Award 


Sa — The Cascadia Project of the 
Discovery Institute announced in Decem- 
ber that Susan Brody, vice chair of the Oregon 


Transportation Commission received this year’s 


“Joan Hammond Cascadia Citizens Award.” 

The Cascadia Project is a strategic alliance 
promoting enhanced transportation and 
conservation between Washington, Oregon 
and British Columbia. 

“Susan deserves this award because she is 
such a tireless campaigner for high speed 
passenger rail from Vancouver, B.C. to Eugene, 
Ore., and a true advocate of improving trans- 
portation systems throughout the entire 
Cascadia region,” said Cascadia Project 
Director Bruce Agnew. 

Brody also is co-chair of the Willamette 
Valley Passenger Rail Advisory Council. The 
council was appointed by the OTC to bring 
citizens together with local officials to guide 
the development of passenger rail in the 
Willamette Valley and Cascadia Corridor. 


@ 


Susan Brody 


Discovery Institute is a non-profit, non- 
partisan, public policy think tank headquar- 
tered in Seattle and deals with national and 
international affairs. Discovery is dedicated to 
exploring and promoting public policies that 
advance representative democracy, free enter- 
prise and individual liberty. V 


Public transportation design 
guidelines readied 


ALEM — Employees from the Technical 

Services Preliminary Design Group and the 
Planning Section are cooperating to develop 
public transportation guidelines that will be 
included in the ODOT Highway Design 
Manual update. 

The first phase of this project will soon be 
distributed for internal review along with other 
draft revisions to the design manual. Phase one 
covers bus stops and pullouts, passenger accessibil- 
ity, and roadway and intersection design. The team 
will expand the section over the next several 


months to include park-and-ride considerations. 

The need for adding public transportation to 
the manual was identified during the development 
of the 1997 Oregon Public Transportation Plan. 
Public transportation stakeholders noted that the 
existing manual does not include public transpor- 
tation facilities. These new guidelines respond to 
stakeholder concerns and support the depart- 
ment’s commitment to provide a multi-modal 
transportation system. 

Call Gary Obery at 503/986-3561, or Linda 
Willnow at 503/986-4168 for more information. W 


Glenn Horn, Elgin highway maintenance specialist, operates a 1991 Schmidt snowblower at the Woodland Sno-Park on the 
Tollgate Highway north of Elgin. ODOT also operates Schmidt snowblowers at Government Camp, Parkdale, Santiam Junction 


and Oakridge. 


Snowblowers are used in conjunction with snowplows to keep Oregon's high mountain passes and sno-parks open during the 
winter months, The Schmidt snowblower has four-wheel drive and four-wheel steering, and an eight-foot by five-foot reel turns 
up to 500 revolutions per minute and is capable of moving 40 tons of snow per hour. 

Using the snowblower pictured as a prototype, ODOT recently decided to convert all of its Schmidt snowblowers from direct to 
hydrostatic drive. The move is expected to substantially reduce maintenance and costs and increase operational efficiency. 


“Mogas” 
survey mailed 
to aircraft 
owners — 


S alem — Several hundred Oregon-registered 
owners of single engine aircraft will receive 
a survey early this year to determine how many 
use motor vehicle fuel (mogas) in their aircraft and 


-how much they purchase. 


Oregon law requires that the money collected 
from aviation users’ mogas be returned to the 
aviation system. The survey determines the 
amount that ODOT transfers from the Highway 
Fund into the Aeronautics account each year. 
The transfer is based on one of two calculations: 

> Normally, the full 24 cents per gallon is 
transferred to Aeronautics and is then 
dedicated to aviation uses. 

P Airplane operators may request a refund 
of their mogas taxes. They receive a 
refund at the rate of 21 cents per gallon. 
The remaining 3 cents per gallon (the 
amount of the aviation gas tax rate) is 
then transferred to Aeronautics. 

The survey, last conducted in 1990, helps 

calculate the amount of unrefunded gas taxes to 
be sent to Aeronautics. V 


Winter driving 
tips distributed 
statewide 


ntario — A simple brochure developed a 

few years ago to give winter driving tips 
will reach more people thanks to new distribu- 
tion partnerships. 

“Winter driving tips from your friends in 
ODOT’s snowplows and sanders” was origi- 
nally the brainchild of the District 14 mainte- 
nance crew based in Ontario. 

“We wanted to take an active approach to 
the issue,” said Danny Ryan, highway mainte- 
nance specialist. “It’s easy for people to forget 
about winter driving after several months. If 
we ve prevented one crash over the years, it 
was worth the effort.” 

The brochure provides tips for a safe trip 
with specific instructions about driving in 
snow and near snowplows and sanding trucks. 
The brochure gives winter vehicle tune-up 
advice, lists safety equipment to carry, and 
summarizes Oregon chain and traction tire 
laws. It also tells how to get up-to-date road 
and weather information. 

New partnerships will help spread the 
information to more people. Larry 
Christianson of the Transportation Safety 
Division arranged to have all 100 Les Schwab 
Tire Centers in Oregon stock the brochure in 
waiting areas. The Oregon Department of 
Administrative Services sent copies to state 
agencies to give to employees. ODOT region, 
district and DMV offices and ports of entry 
also have the publication. W 


Ben itions 


Appointments 


As of November. Provided by Recruitment Services. 


Raymond Ayers, principal executive/manager C, Salem. 

Charles Bates, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Chiloguin. 

Michelle Bilberry, data entry operator, Salem. 

Katherine Bishop, transportation services representa- 
tive 1, Portland. 

Kynda Blair, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Albert Bohr, information systems specialist 7, Salem 

Sophie Brown, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Fawn Cameron, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Stephen Chassaing, transportation services representa- 
tive 1, Beaverton. 

Walter Christen, highway maintenance specialist, 
Portland. 

Charlie Crawford, program technician 2, Salem. 

Robert Crawford, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Lake of the Woods. 

Arleen Curth, transportation services representative 1, 
Prineville. 

Sandra Dalhaus, transportation services representative 
1, Portland. 

Shawn Freilinger, information systems specialist 5, 
Salem 

Jason Herrman, engineering specialist 2, Coquille. 

Chris Howell, information systems specialist 4, Salem. 

David Hollers, associate transportation engineer, 
Portland. 

Carol Jackson, personnel technician, Salem. 


Craig Maxwell, highway maintenance specialist, Ashland. 


Dorothy Navarra, data entry operator, Salem. 
Ryan Nedwicke, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 
Jonathon Pariani, transportation engineer 1, 
White City. 
Jacob Peters, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Lake of the Woods. 
Michael Schuft, information systems specialist 6, Salem. 
Greg Shepard, highway maintenance specialist, Detroit. 
Sidney Shuptrine, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 
Claude Smith Jr., highway maintenance specialist, 
Sweet Home. 


Service award 


As of December. Information provided 
by ODOT Recruitment Services. 


Dan Evey, construction project manager 1, Salem. 

Jimmy Miller, highway maintenance specialist, 
La Grande. 

Rosalie Rise, transportation services representative 
2, Eugene. 

Georgiana Ulberg, information systems specialist 6, 
Salem. 


Nancy Carlson, information systems specialist 7, Salem. 
Vicki Merck, program technician 1, Salem. 


Charles Berry, highway maintenance specialist, Elgin. 

Fred Biesen, highway maintenance specialist, Hunter 
Creek. 

Ufemia Castaneda, grant/contracts coordinator, Salem. 

Randi Kobernik, transportation engineer 2, Bend. 

Thomas Mulvey, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Astoria. 

Jeffrey Neer, highway maintenance worker, La Grande. 

Michael Opperman, highway maintenance specialist, 
Government Camp. 

Cheryl Rakoczy, transportation services representative 
2, Salem. 

David Ringeisen, principal executive/manager E, Salem. 

William Schleicher, heavy equipment mechanic 1,Salem. 

Eugene Semar, sign technician 3, Salem. 

Robert Voltz, associate transportation engineer, Roseburg. 


Lisa Smith, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Michael Sniezak, training specialist, Salem. 

Yvonne Soderholm, engineering specialist 2, Coquille. 

Doyle Summers, highway maintenance specialist, 
Ashland. 

Chris Warden, principal executive/manager A, Salem. 

Maarilyn Webb, office coordinator, Portland. 

Floyd Winslow, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Heppner. 

Karen Wright, data entry operator, Salem. 


Promotions 
As of November. Provided by ODOT Recruitment Services. 


Jody Ambos, data entry operator to office 
specialist 2, Salem. 

James Baker, motor carrier enforcement officer 2 to 
public service representative 4, Klamath Falls. 

Summer Beyer, office assistant 2 to office 
specialist 2, Salem. 

Tammy Blakeslee, office assistant 2 to office 
specialist 2, Corvallis. 

Scott Brown, office assistant 2 to office specialist 2, 
Salem. 

Lucien Darensburg, transportation engineer | to 
transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Ellen Dennis, office specialist 1 to executive support 
specialist 1, Salem. 

Marilyn Dryden, support services supervisor 2 to 
principal executive/manager A, Portland. 

Jennifer Galvin, transportation services representa- 
tive 2 to governmental auditor 1, Portland. 

Larry Gardner, highway maintenance worker to 
highway maintenance specialist, Portland. 

Steve Halford, transportation services representative 
1 to transportation services office leader, Portland. 

Jeffrey Moore, environmental program coordinator 
2 to program technician 2, Salem. 

Judith Rowan, office specialist 1 to transportation 
services representative 1, Woodburn. 

Kenneth Rutherford, highway maintenance worker 
to highway maintenance specialist, Government 
Camp. 


George Bales, sign technician 3, Salem. 

Steven Burton, principal executive/manager C, Portland. 

Susan Combs, motor carrier specialist 1, Salem. 

David Glerup, highway maintenance assistant supervi- 
sor, Burns. 

Daniel Harrington, public service representative 4, 
Roseburg. 

Jerry Sigurdson, engineering specialist 3, Beaverton. 

Kirk Spindler, heavy equipment mechanic 1, Salem. 

James Stone, highway maintenance assistant supervisor, 
Klamath Falls. 

Cindi Tuttle, management analyst 3, Salem. 

Colleen Watts, transportation services office leader, Burns. 

Sharon Wyle, motor carrier specialist 2, Portland. 


John Bennett, trades/maintenance supervisor 2, 
Coquille. 

Cheryl Black, transportation services representative 1, 
Lake Oswego. 

Darry] Ficker, principal executive/manager D, Salem. 

Donald Fine, transportation engineer 1, Ontario. 

Linda Henderson, right-of-way agent 1, Roseburg. 

Wilson Orso, information systems specialist 6, Salem. 

Jackie Noor, transportation services representative 1, 
Corvallis. 

Kenneth Rinner, highway maintenance specialist, 
Santiam Junction. 

Dick Sherrell, highway maintenance specialist, Parkdale. 

Jacqueline Sokol, highway maintenance worker, 
Springfield. 


Ralph Wilcox, engineering specialist 1 to informa- 
tion systems specialist 5, Salem. 

Scott Wiltsey, engineering specialist 2 to associate 
transportation engineer, Portland. 


Retirements 


Richard Ediger, associate transportation engineer with 
Region 5 in Ontario, retired in December with 
more than 28 years of service. 

Larry Lance, transportation services representative 2 
with Motor Carrier in Ashland, retired in Decem- 
ber with more than 13 years of service. 

Marion Lashbaugh, motor carrier enforcement officer 
2 with Motor Carrier in Burns, retired in Decem- 
ber with 20 years of service. 

Stephen Macnab, principal executive/manager G with 
Region 4 in Bend, retired in December with more 
than 31 years of service. 

William Morgan, motor carrier enforcement officer 2 
with Motor Carrier in Umatilla, retired in Decem- 
ber with 11 years of service. 

Dolores Morris, office specialist 1 with Motor Vehicles 
in Salem, retired in December with 14 years of 
service. 

Jacqueline Sokol, highway maintenance worker with 
Region 2 in Eugene, retired in December with 10 


years of service. 
Obituaries 


Bob Lee, retired ladscape supervisor for District 
12, died Jan. 3 in Pendleton. He was 65. 

Charlie Nine, retired engineering technician, died 
Dec. 13 in Eugene. He was 68. 

Roberta Woock, retired from Information Systems, 
died Dec. 18 in Salem. 

Marian Wright, retired from the Environmental 
Services Unit, died Dec. 12 in Salem. 


Dan Bey 
etter 


Janet — Grants Pass DMV, from James 
Cogswell, Merlin. “A note to commend Janet for 
courtesy, efficiency and capability in resolving 
questions on registration and ownership to avoid 
future problems. Janet is an outstanding public 
employee.” 

Thaddest Reynolds — Gresham DMV, from 
Chris Brehmer, Kittelson & Associates, Inc., 
Portland. “I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for assisting us in the coordination 
efforts necessary to conduct our driver survey 
within your DMV facility.” 


Youth crew help 
beautify street 


f Jeffrey Davis wasn’t planting trees along 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard in north 
Portland, he might be just another disconcerted 
teenager trying to find his way. 

“Tf not for this job, ’'d be watching TV all day, 
sleeping and probably getting into trouble,” said 
Davis, 19. “It’s made me see that there is more out 
there than hanging on street corners.” 

“Tt’s made me look at my life from a whole new 
perspective,” he said. 

Davis’ job is part of a $250,000 streetscape 
improvement project that’s employed 14 youth aged 
18-24 to work as apprentices with the Urban Youth 
Corps to plant trees along the boulevard. 

Funded by the Federal Highway Administration 
and ODOT, the contract is administered by the 
Urban League of Portland. 

ODOT Region 1 Manager Kay Van Sickel said the 
project is another step in the reinvestment and 
revitalization of MLK Boulevard. 

“T believe this program will not only have a 
positive impact on the community, but a positive 
impact on the kids,” Van Sickel said. “Their work 
will help make the boulevard a destination that is 
not only economically strong, but visually pleasing.” 

Preliminary work includes digging tree wells and 
repairing deteriorated sections of sidewalk. The 
crew will then plant 75 Summit Ash trees along a 
one-mile section of the boulevard. 

“We selected young people interested in an 
opportunity to gain experience in construction,” 
said Vernard Taylor, who is overseeing the project 
for the Urban League. “We believe this tree planting 


_ TranScript is the monthly newletter of the 


Oregon Department of Transportation. 
TranScript’s mission is to share ODOT news 


with employees and others interested in the 


department’s activities. 


Oregon Transportation Commission 
Henry H. Hewitt, Chairman 
Susan E. Brody, Vice Chair 
John Russell, Member 
Steven Corey, Member 


Stuart Foster, Member 


ODOT Director: Grace Crunican 


Beth Ketchum Wilson: 
TranScript editor * 503 / 986-3429 


_ Page design and layout provided by 
Oregon State Printing 


Published by ODOT Communications Branch. 

Please send, call or FAX address 

changes to: 135 Transportation Building 
Salem, OR 97310 


Phone (503) 986-3429 * FAX (503) 986-3432 
See ODOT?’s website at www.odot.state.or.us 


ing to 


Apprentices plant trees along Portland Street. 


effort will be living recognition for their hard work 
and dedication to the project. 

Upon completion of the project, the workers may 
apply for available ODOT scholarships for pre- 
apprentice training and education at Portland 
Community College as part of the Building Futures 
in Industry and Training Program. 

“As a transportation agency, we are proud that 
these young people are being introduced into a field 
that could provide future employment in family- 
wage construction careers,’ Van Sickel said. W 
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Jan. 31 marks 
Excellence 
Award 
deacline 


D o you know co-workers who have made 
outstanding contributions to ODOT during 
the past year? If so, nominate them for an 
Excellence Award. 

Nominations must be turned into local 
recognition committees by Jan. 31. Winners will 
be announced in early spring. 

Nomination forms are available from the 
Excellence Award packets hanging on most 
bulletin boards, or from members of region and 
branch recognition committees. Call your local 
recognition committee members with questions, 
or for help completing the nomination forms. W 


Questions? 
Comments? 


'##| Concerns? 


Call 1-888-ASK-ODOT 


(toll free: 1-888-275-6368) 
Online: 
http://www.odot.state.or.us 


gs 


